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SUBJECT: CHANGE IN ITINERARY FOR SECRETARY SIMON'S VISIT 

PARIS PLEASE PASS URGENTLY FOR SECRETARY SIMON 

1 . AT INITIAL MEETING WITH ADVANCE TEAM APRIL 9, DEPUTY MINISTER 
OF FOREIGN TRADE MZNZHULO ADVISED THAT ITINERARY FOR SECRETARY 
SIMON'S TRAVEL IN USSR BEYOND MOSCOW WAS BEING CHANGED BY 
SUBSTITUTION OF SOCHI FOR KIEV. MANZHULO EXPLAINED THAT DURING 
MEETING WITH SOVIET TRADE REPRESENTATIVE MKRTUMOV IN WASHINGTON 
SHORTLY PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE, SECRETARY SIMON HAD EXPRESSED 
PREFERENCE EOR VISIT TO SOCHI, AND CHANGE WAS BEING MADE TO TAKE 
THIS PREEERENCE INTO ACCOUNT. U.S. REPS AGREED TO CHANGE. 
ARRANGEMENTS HAVE ALREADY BEEN MADE EOR SECRET SERVICE TEAMS 
RESPONSIBLE EOR KIEV TO TRAVEL TO SOCHI INSTEAD. 

2. COMMENT: ALL THINGS CONSIDERED, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT 
SUBSTITUTION OF SOCHI FOR KIEV WAS GOOD DECISION. PROTOCOLARY 
REQUIREMENTS IN SOCHI WILL BE MUCH LESS RIGOROUS, AND SECRETARY 
AND MRS. SIMON WILL BE ABLE TO RELAX SOMEWHAT BEFORE WHAT PROMISES 
TO BE RATHER HECTIC VISIT TO TASHKENT AND SAMARKAND. 
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